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Words by michelle hopkins
photographs by tony puerzer

Design sense

Celebrity interior designer and star of the new W Network 

show Love it or List it Vancouver, Jillian Harris, has more 

than a few ideas about good design. Her Vancouver condo 

is a far cry from her typical style, which she calls French 

cottage with a dash of timeless classic. Her temporary 

home is thoroughly modern with bare floor-to-ceiling 

windows, white walls and a kitchen complete with a 

granite island and stainless-steel appliances.

“I love a home with wood beams, interesting architecture 

and big draping curtains.” Harris transformed this small 

pied-à-terr to suit her signature style with comfy-looking 

oversized cushions, candles and log stumps of different 

shapes and sizes peppering the space. Some of the logs are 

in their natural state, while others are painted white and 

one in metallic gold.

“My girlfriend’s dad finds logs in Grand Forks and shaves 

them down and she does the rest,” says the petite brunette.

jillian
harris

exclusive news 
anD interviewscelebrity profile

At Home With

canaDa’s own Jillian Harris 
anD Host of w network’s 
new sHow Love it or List it 
vancouver sHares Details of 
Her new sHow, new boyfrienD 
anD passion for Design
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A row of high-heeled black shoes line 

the windowsill in the living room; a 

robin egg blue deer head hangs above 

her bed, his antlers used as a hat 

check; and a large white chess piece 

sits strategically atop one of the white 

log stumps. Her favourite decor items 

are her Moroccan poofs purchased 

while travelling. Her space is a study 

in contrasts between elegant, fresh, 

traditional and simple with a liberal 

dose of white and a dash of colour.

work/life balance

On Love it or List it Harris is pit against 

her co-host, real estate agent Todd Talbot, 

who tries to get homeowners to sell their 

homes, while Harris tries to make the 

homeowners regain their love for their 

home. “Todd and I have great dynamics 

together,” says the pretty brunette.

Although the former Bachelor and 

Bachelorette star, whose much publicized 

breakup with former fiancé Ed Swiderski 

made headlines all over North America, 

was devastated by the breakup, today 

Harris is all smiles. There’s a new love 

in her life and she’s busy filming Love it 

or List it five days a week, often for 12 

hours a day. She also blogs for Sympatico 

and at least once a week for her blog on 

jillianharris.com, decorates the yearly 

PNE prize show home and makes 

appearances at home shows across the 

country, most recently at the Vancouver 

Home + Design Show. The question 

begged to be asked… How does Harris 

have time for a relationship?

“it is your space, so fill it 
witH tHings tHat make you 
smile anD give you tHat warm 
anD fuzzy feeling.”                                                                                                                      

Style and Simplicity

BURNABY  2148 Douglas Road  •  604.298.9277
LANGLEY  210-19700 Langley Bypass  •  604.534.7273
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Canadian Made
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805 Fairfield Rd.  Victoria  |  250.595.3888  |  clinic805.ca

Dr. Kenneth A. Smith
Certified Plastic Surgeon

Non Surgical Procedures  
• Botox Cosmetic®

• Dermal Fillers
• Skin Resurfacing 

• Skin Tightening 
• Acne Treatments

Surgical Procedures  
• Facial Surgery
• Rhinoplasty
• Breast Surgery
• Tummy Tuck
• Liposuction/Body Contouring

Keep the rugged,
lose the wrinkles.

When the restaurant’s owner Richard Jaffray launched the 

Browns Socialhouse chain of restaurants and asked Harris to 

come work for him, she didn’t hesitate. “I helped Richard design 

15 of his restaurants,” says Harris. It was Jaffray who told her 

she would do well on television. “Richard saw something in me 

that I didn’t see,” she adds.

At the time, her firm Jillian Harris Design became renowned 

for unique, custom-made, 18th century dining and lounge 

pieces – think hot pink upholstered Louis chair. It was after 

the traumatizing breakup from Swiderski that she was contacted 

to guest star as an interior designer on Extreme Makeover: Home 

Edition. Harris leaped at the opportunity.

After her guest appearance on the hit reality show, where 

she helped rebuild the home of a two-year-old boy who had 

undergone a heart transplant, Harris was invited to permanently 

join the cast. She premiered in September 2010 in the two-

hour debut of the show’s eighth season. “Working with Ty was 

fantastic. He was so genuine, incredibly kind and tons of fun,” 

she says of her former co-host Ty Pennington.

Harris laughs but doesn’t shy away from discussing her new boyfriend, 

professional snowboarder Justin Pasutto. She met the handsome athlete in 

Kelowna last May and they’ve been inseparable ever since. “Justin is great and 

we have so much fun together,” says the 32-year-old.

When Harris was approached about Love it or List it Vancouver she says she was 

more than ready to tackle another series. She had just wrapped up three seasons 

of ABC’s hit show Extreme Makeover: Home Edition and was featured on Canada’s 

Handyman Challenge when her agent approached her about the show.

This self-professed country gal, who used to help her father in his auto body 

shop, comes with a good dose of ambition and more than enough grit. “I’ve 

always had drive, and even when I didn’t know what I was going to do, I knew 

I’d succeed at whatever I put my mind to,” she says unapologetically.

The spunky television personality from Peace River Valley, Alberta (population 

5,000) – who has homes in Vancouver and Kelowna – says it wasn’t that many 

years ago she was living paycheque to paycheque. “In 2005, I was working as a 

waitress … and I was at risk of getting fired,” she says. “I was doing design on 

the side but it really was my passion.”

“tHrow away tHe rules 
anD mix anD matcH, but 

Don’t over clutter. 
your Home sHoulD tell 

stories about you. layer 
it witH tHose special 

possessions tHat speak 
about your life.”



H
LM

A
G

A
Z

IN
E

.C
O

M
 

36

f
e
b
r
u
a
r
y/

m
a
r
c
h

 2
0

13

37

At the time, Harris was also redesigning the Rocky Mountaineer’s 

split-level glass-domed coach. Today, although her schedule is 

often grueling, Harris tries to work out at least three times a 

week. Harris quipped that she has to work out given her sinful 

indulgence for her Granny Marge’s beet rolls.

“It is our Ukrainian family’s favourite dish. We all beg Granny 

to make these every summer,” says Harris. “That would be my 

last supper. Granny makes these with bread dough, whipping 

cream and beet leaves, and it turns out crispy, crunchy and 

salty … oh, and it’s definitely not low fat.”

At that, Harris’ phone rings; it’s her agent needing to steal 

her away.

wHat is tHe one item in 
your Home you can’t  
Do witHout?

Design wise, I have to say 
my dog Gary. He’s a ceramic 
greyhound iconic dog from  
the 60s/70s mid-century 
modern era. I got him for $40, 
but he’s a reminder of how  
much I love design.

How Do you Describe 
your Decor style?

My style is definitely eclectic, 
positive, light and airy. It’s crisp 
with pops of subtle colour; 
traditional, but not stuffy.

wHat inspires you?

My life! It’s the things that 
make my heart go pitter patter, 
memories and favourite people, 
places and things. Travelling has 
helped with this so much as it 
allows me to really appreciate 
textures, patterns and colour.

wHat is tHe one 
inDulgence you 
recently splurgeD on 
for your Home?

A vintage wood deer head that 
is above my bed in Vancouver. I 
bought him during the stampede 
in Calgary for $400. Also, my two 
white Moroccan poufs.

wHat is tHe biggest 
Decoration mistake 
most people make?

When people buy a complete 
bedroom or living room set. It 
makes a room feel very cookie 
cutter and generic.

volcanic limestone baths

E X C L U S I V E L Y  S U P P L I E D  B Y :
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“if you Have a favourite 
pair of sHoes or a 

gorgeous Dress, Don’t 
HiDe it in tHe closet, 

Hang it on your wall.” 


