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Everyone loves it here. Beautiful oceanfront. Lush forests. Unspoiled countryside. As a home, Nanaimo has so much 

to offer. And for the last fifteen years, InSight Developments has been quietly creating homes recognized among the 

best in Canada. The 50-acre master planned retirement garden community of Longwood has won many national 
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Your central Vancouver Island  
seaside port-of-call  
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You’ve arrived in Nanaimo, the dynamic central hub of Vancouver Island 

attractions and adventure. Here’s how to create your ideal agenda for an 

unforgettable stay in the Harbour City:

• Explore the beautiful downtown harbour
• Tour downtown boutiques and art galleries 
• Hike or cycle through more than 200 parks
• See the world famous bathtub races
• Discover a colourful First Nations and coal mining past
• Rekindle romantic sparks on an oceanfront patio
• Entertain the kids at local attractions from dawn to dusk

Nanaimo’s picturesque waterfront bustles 
From Nanaimo’s postcard-pretty harbour, you can charter  
a sailboat, take a floatplane tour over the Gulf Islands or book  
a guided fishing trip to the local hotspots to catch salmon, cod  
and red snapper. Or join the friendly locals catching fresh crab  
right off a downtown pier.

You can snorkel with the seals just 10 minutes from the city, scuba 
dive in one of the largest artificial reefs in the world or paddle 
a sea kayak into a silvery sandstone bay by moonlight. You can 
beachcomb, picnic and spot wildlife at any of the area’s pristine 
marine parks – and it’s all part of just another day in paradise. 

Fan out for fun family adventure
With its central island location, Nanaimo is close to all  
Vancouver Island’s main attractions and adventure destinations 
offering your kids plenty of thrills to talk and text about. At  
family-friendly WildPlay Element Parks, 20 minutes south of  
the city, you can bungee jump into the Nanaimo River Canyon  
or tackle the challenging Monkido elevated obstacle course  
50-feet into the treetops. 

The city is criss-crossed with hiking and mountain biking trails, 
many traversing Nanaimo’s signature Mount Benson. Local  
portions of the famous Trans Canada Trail wind through scenic 
backcountry, across local rivers and along the waterfront  
between Ladysmith and the Departure Bay ferry terminal. 

Within just a few short hours from Nanaimo there’s everything 
from skiing and snowtubing on Mount Washington to browsing 
exotic giftware at Coombs Old Country Market, famous for the 
goats grazing on the roof. At Horne Lake Caves, explore strange 
calcite formations, like the Brain Rock and Jabba the Hut. See 
eagles rehabilitated at the North Island Wildlife Recovery Centre in 
Errington. Watch the parade of migrating gray whales near Tofino 
in spring or go all the way to the end of the Island Highway to see 
black bears lined up along “bear alley” into Port Hardy. 

Small town magic lights romantic sparks
Strolling hand-in-hand along Nanaimo’s Harbourfront Walkway, 
you can almost imagine a violin serenade with the harbour and its 
silhouetted sailboats as the romantic backdrop. Watch the sunset 
from a downtown patio deck, dance by candlelight to live music 
at a local martini lounge or head out to one of the city’s lakes for a 
midnight swim. There’s no shortage of romance to be found in the 
beaches, parks, bistros and night spots in enchanting Nanaimo. 

SECOND ONLY TO VICTORIA FOR THE MILDEST WINTERS IN THE 
COUNTRY, NANAIMO IS ALSO ENVIRONMENT CANADA’S TOP 
“WEATHER WINNER” FOR MOST CLEAR SKIES IN SUMMER.

WHY NANAIMO?



WHY NANAIMO?
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Port of Nanaimo Centre attracts attention  
With the opening of the Vancouver Island Conference Centre 
(VICC), part of the Port of Nanaimo Centre (PNC), Nanaimo 
became one of only 18 cities in Canada and one of only six in  
BC offering a full-service international conference centre.  
With 38,000 square feet of oceanside convention and trade 
show space, the sophisticated VICC is equipped to host events 
for up to 1,300. 

Visitors to the city will find helpful information, maps and 
brochures at the Tourism Nanaimo kiosk now set up at the  
Port of Nanaimo Centre entrance. 

The PNC is also the home of the Nanaimo Museum. It offers a 
fascinating journey into Nanaimo’s storied past from a 2000-
year old First Nations village to a Hudson’s Bay Company trading 
outpost  to a busy coal mining community with a once-thriving 
Chinatown and opera house. A new interactive coal mining 
exhibit is scheduled to open in 2010.

A creative array of celebrations
There are literally thousands of exciting year-round festivals and 
events in and around Nanaimo. For a complete online listing, 
visit www.tourismnanaimo.com/calendar/  
In the meantime, here’s a sampling: 

Maple Sugar Festival du Sucre d’Érable – February

Floating Boat & Marine Trade Show – June

Nanaimo Marine Festival and Bathtub Race – July

Nanaimo Dragon Boat Festival – July

Summertime Blues! Festival – August

Vancouver Island Exhibition – August 

Affordable dining from fun to formal
Nanaimo’s diverse restaurant scene serves up a mix of 
international culinary styles with a distinct laid-back Island vibe. 
Downtown, you’ll find everything from an authentic French 
bistro to upscale burger cafes, relaxed coffee houses and good 
value “pub grub.” Dine dockside on fish and chips or nosh on 
nachos and margaritas at the Mexican palapa in the harbour, 
where you can also shop for fresh-caught local seafood at the 
Fisherman’s Market Pier. 

At the city’s north end, you’ll find several popular brand 
name restaurants full of friendly locals. Neighbourhood pubs 
throughout Nanaimo offer excellent casual lunch and dinner 
menus, many with outside patios and panoramic mountain, lake 
or ocean views. 

Downtown in the Old City Quarter, you’ll find renovated 
Victorian homes turned into popular dining spots. In the 
Arts District, coffee houses, restaurants and martini lounges 
often double as nighttime venues featuring live music and 
entertainment.

An Island hub of rich arts and culture  
Once known as a gritty coal mining town, Nanaimo has evolved 
from its early blue collar roots and is now home to a thriving 
artistic and cultural community. Painters, writers, musicians and 
artisans have made their home here attracted by the region’s 
natural beauty, affordable cost of living and access to higher 
education at the local Vancouver Island University.  

The downtown Port Theatre is a spectacular 800-seat 
showcase for the local Vancouver Island Symphony and an 
annual roster of international headliners from the worlds of 
music, theatre and dance. The downtown Arts District offers 
a host of fine art galleries featuring the works of many local 
West Coast and First Nations artists.

VANCOUVER ISLAND IS CONSISTENTLY NAMED  
A TOP NORTH AMERICAN ISLAND BY READERS OF 
PRESTIGIOUS CONDÉ NAST TRAVELER MAGAZINE.

DISCOVER DYNAMIC THRIVING NANAIMO.  
IT’S AMAZING WHAT YOU CAN DO HERE.



ON THE WATER
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Marine parks with superb 
beaches and boating 
Nanaimo boasts 588 hectares of 
parks many on the waterfront. Expect 
spectacular ocean views, whether you’re 
peering into a miniature marine world 
in a tidal pool or enjoying sweeping 
panoramas of the harbour and scenic 
islands beyond.

The 4-kilometre (2.5 mile) Harbourfront 
Walkway is the city’s main stroll, a public 
seawall winding from downtown to the 
Departure Bay ferry terminal, past bistros, pubs 
and green spaces. Stop at Maffeo Sutton Park 
and the newly revamped Spirit Square, where 
350,000 stone pavers mark the path of the 
park’s original curving shoreline.

Other ocean parks in Nanaimo, including 
Piper’s Lagoon, Departure Bay, Neck Point 
Park and Swy-a-Lana Lagoon, offer popular 
beaches for swimming, snorkeling, 
windsurfing and picnics. 

Sailing into Nanaimo Harbour, boaters 
enjoy convenient services at the WE Mills 
Landing and Marina, Cameron Island 
Marina and the Boat Basin.  Newcastle 
Island Marine Provincial Parks offers 
public buoys and docks. And boaters will 
find yet more facilities at the marinas in 
Newcastle Channel.   

Go island hopping here in 
the harbour
Downtown, hop aboard the 12- passenger 
Nanaimo Harbour Ferry for a fun 45-minute 
harbour tour that explores historic buildings, 
wildlife viewing spots and Newcastle Island 
Marine Provincial Park.

Protection Island is home to Canada’s 
only floating pub. This friendly pub and 
family restaurant is open year-round 
and accessible by the walk-on Protection 
Connection, a 10-minute ferry ride that 
leaves at 10 minutes past the hour from 
the Boat Basin in Nanaimo harbour. 

Diving among the world’s 
best artificial reefs
Nanaimo has earned bragging rights as 
one of the world’s best cold water dive 
destinations. Famed oceanographer 
Jacques Cousteau called the coastal waters 
of BC, Vancouver Island and Nanaimo, “the 
best temperate water diving in the world, 
second only to the Red Sea.” 

Three scuttled ships have been sunk in 
local waters forming incredible artificial 
reefs teeming with marine life. The 
RivTow Lion, a retired deep sea rescue 
tug, lies from about 45 to 80 feet in 
Departure Bay, making it a prime dive for 

beginners. The 366-foot navy destroyer 
Saskatchewan was sunk near Snake 
Island off Nanaimo in 1997. It was joined 
on the ocean floor in 2001 by the Cape 
Breton, a retired Canadian supply ship, 
now recognized among the world’s 
largest artificial upright reefs.

Walk-in shore divers exploring the bays 
at Neck Point Park will discover a brilliant 
subtidal habitat populated by orange sea 
cucumbers, sculpins, rockfish, wolf eels and 
the occasional shy Giant Pacific Octopus.  

Snorkel with the seals in 
their natural habitat 
Put this on the top of your life’s list of 
outdoor eco-adventures. A Nanaimo 
charter operator provides everything you 
need – snorkel, mask, fins and custom-
fitted wetsuit – to snorkel with playful 
resident harbour seals year-round at 
Snake Island, just a 15-minute boat 
ride from Nanaimo Harbour. In fall and 
winter, you can book a charter to view 
giant stellar sea lions congregating on 
Nanaimo’s islands and shores.

Cruise the unforgettable 
Pacific Northwest
Nanaimo is a central Island hub for sailing 
around the gorgeous Gulf Islands or 
cruising south to the San Juan Islands, east 
to magnificent wildlife viewing and north 
to fishing in pristine areas like Desolation 
Sound on the inside passage to Alaska. 

In Nanaimo, you can charter sailing 
yachts and power boats, book bare boat 
charters and even arrange to charter a 
boat, complete with instructor offering 
comprehensive power and sail courses on 
cruises up to a week long. 

One of Nanaimo’s main attractions is its accessible city shoreline, one of the 

longest and most scenic in Canada. Here’s how to plan an unforgettable day 

around Nanaimo’s wondrous local waters:

• Dive amid a fleet of scuttled naval ships
• Snorkel with friendly harbour seals 
• Explore lush subtidal habitats on a shore dive 
• Beachcomb at Newcastle Island Marine Provincial Park
• Cross the Pirate’s Causeway to Protection Island at low tide
•  Kayak beneath the magnificent Malaspina Galleries on 

Gabriola Island
• Kick back with a book and a view at Departure Bay beach  

Swim, sail and snorkel in an  
ocean playground 



No matter what part of Nanaimo you’re in, you’ll find a walking or cycling 

route nearby, even if it takes a boat ride to get you there first.  Get out and 

about to the area’s many magnificent outdoor adventure playgrounds:

• Catch air on the mountain bike jumps on Mt. Benson

• Bird-watch at a sanctuary in the city

• Wakeboard at Brannen Lake 

• Hike to a sandstone bay on Newcastle Island

• Learn about local flora and fauna

• Explore the biodiversity of an ecoforest

•  Charter a guided fishing trip then barbecue  

your catch of the day 

Ramp up the excitement in Nanaimo 

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE
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Hiking and cycling on  
local trails 
Newcastle Island Marine Provincial Park 
is a protected 366 hectares of sandstone 
shores, rocky sea caverns, idyllic bays 
and pristine forests of fir, arbutus and 
oak. Take the walk-on ferry at Maffeo 
Sutton Park to hike more than 15 km of 
well-marked interpretive trails. Look for 
the Indian middens, all that’s left of the 
Island’s former Coast Salish First Nations 
villages. Facilities include picnic areas, a 
soccer field, wading pool, campgrounds 
and food services at the Newcastle Island 
Pavilion, once a lively 1930s teahouse 
and dance pavilion.  

Nanaimo’s 20-km Parkway Trailway is 
a favourite cycling route for locals. This 
hilly network of paved paths allows 
pedestrians and bikers to maneuver from 
one end of Nanaimo to another, avoiding 
the hassles of city traffic, while spotting 
deer, rabbits and eagles along the way.   

Join Nanaimo locals in another popular 
pastime: hiking, jogging or dog-walking 
along the more than six km of trails that 
wrap around Westwood Lake. Mountain 
bikers also love this area for its challenging 
network of downhill and cross-country 
trails on Mount Benson rising high  
behind the lake.

Exploring the wild and 
wonderful 
Private guided walking, hiking and day 
tours in and around Nanaimo will take 
you deep into old-growth rainforests, 
along salmon streams, into the 
mountains on alpine treks and close to 
the shore for bird-watching and viewing 
marine life. Fit hikers can follow their 
guides to one of Nanaimo’s best kept 
secrets, the spectacular Ammonite Falls, 
an 85-foot waterfall in Benson Creek 
Regional Park, an area lush with brilliant 
flora and fauna and 36 species of birds. 

Local guides can escort you to the Horne 
Lake Caves and to the awe-inspiring 
beaches of Pacific Rim National Park 
Reserve of Canada. Or enjoy nature with 
a taste of gourmet luxury on a vineyard 
tour of the Cowichan Valley or a seaside 
garden tour complete with afternoon tea. 

Back to nature in 
Nanaimo’s parks
Nanaimo has more than 200 parks and 
many double as popular wildlife viewing 
areas. In the winter, you can spot stellar sea 
lions in the multiple bays and coves at Neck 
Point Park and along the Cable Bay Trail in 
Cedar south of Nanaimo. 

Buttertubs Marsh is a man-made marsh 
and bird sanctuary intersected with 
walking paths about five minutes from 
downtown. Inner city Bowen Park is known 
for its spectacular rhododendron gardens 
in spring and the brilliant leaves of its 
maple trees in fall. The pretty Millstone 
Creek meanders alongside the park’s forest 
trails. Follow the trails to the waterfall and 
fish ladders built for spawning salmon. 

Popular Maffeo Sutton Park downtown 
is home to Nanaimo’s many summer 
harbourside festivals. The park features a 
small beach at the man-made Swy-a-Lana 
Lagoon and a fishing pier where catching 
crab is a relaxing local pastime.   

Paddling in a West Coast 
paradise
The sheltered inlets, coves and bays 
around Nanaimo offer up serene white 
shell beaches and wind-sculpted 
sandstone cliffs for paddlers of all levels. 
Longer kayaking and camping trips allow 
guided groups to explore the more than 
200 Gulf Islands that make this region a 
veritable paradise for kayakers. In spring 
and summer, local tour companies will 
take groups out to sea at night to see 
silvery phosphorous sparkle on the water 
under the full moon.  

Freshwater minutes from 
downtown
There are three excellent freshwater 
lakes within Nanaimo city limits. Long 
Lake and Westwood Lake, minutes from 
downtown, both offer family friendly 
sandy beaches. Wakeboarders and 
waterskiers typically head for Brannen 
Lake at the city’s North end. Nanaimo 
River attracts all ages to the popular 
swimming hole under the Cedar Bridge in 
the summer.  

Out and about on  
Island time 
The region in and around Nanaimo 
is rich with outdoor adventure. Tour 
operators and guides will take you from 
snowshoeing at Vancouver Island’s 
Mount Washington to spelunking 
through limestone caves at Horne Lake. 
Mix the natural world with the cultivated 
at the world famous Butchart Gardens 
in Victoria and at the seaside Milner 
Gardens & Woodland in Qualicum. Drive 
through Cathedral Grove to gaze up at 
some of the tallest old-growth Douglas 
firs in Canada, comparable in size to 
California’s Redwoods. Then continue to 
Long Beach, between Ucluelet and Tofino, 
to surf, hike, horseback ride and whale-
watch at one of the most spectacular 
stretches of beach in the world.



ATTRACTIONS

Nanaimo’s many attractions make any stay here the ideal blend of natural outdoor 

recreation and urban indoor entertainment.  Here are a few ideas to get you started on a 

vacation to remember: 

• Leap off North America’s first custom-built bungee bridge

• Tee off at one of 19 area golf courses

• Tour North America’s last Bastion

• Step into a vibrant past at the Nanaimo Museum

• Float down an indoor lazy river 

• Shop at Vancouver Island’s largest shopping centre

• Browse creative boutiques in the Arts District and Old City Quarter   

Year-round entertainment  
– indoors and out 
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Leap into Adventure 
Here’s your chance to cross a 140-foot bungee jump off your life list. 
Bungee jumping at WildPlay Element Parks in Nanaimo was named 
one of the top 100 things to do in Canada. WildPlay also ups the 
adventure ante with Monkido − an aerial obstacle course of swings 
and zip lines 50 feet high in a forest of Douglas firs − and the King 
Swing, an incredible 140-kilometre an hour free fall. 

Go indoors for family fun
Nanaimo’s indoor attractions make it easy to keep the family 
entertained in any weather. The city’s two popular aquatic 
centres are good for hours of enjoyment, offering wave pools, 
waterslides, a water walk-way and an easy-floating lazy river.  

Two arenas offer public skating times as well as chances to 
catch a home game of the local BCHL junior hockey club, the 
Nanaimo Clippers. In summer, the arenas are home to fast-paced 
competitive Junior A and Senior A lacrosse.

Challenges can be found – both physical and mental – at 
Nanaimo’s sophisticated indoor rock climbing centre. Equipment 
and instruction is available for climbers of all levels. Put your 
wits and skills to the test in the bouldering cave and on various 
contours from boulders to overhangs. 

You can go 5-pin, 10-pin and glow-in-the-dark bowling at the 
local lanes. Or catch the latest blockbuster at the multiplex 
movie theatres, both located in Nanaimo’s north end. For 
toddlers and young children, there are diversions aplenty at the 
city’s 8,000-plus square foot indoor playland and cafe.    

Tee-off in Canada’s mildest climate
Nanaimo’s clear skies in summer and mild winters make it 
possible to golf here almost 365 days a year. Tee-up anytime 
in Nanaimo at one of the many public golf courses suited for 
everyone from duffers to pros. There are 19 courses within an 
easy hour’s drive of Nanaimo, offering a mix of the region’s 
magnificent ocean views, natural terrain and well-manicured 
greens. In Nanaimo, you can also enjoy pitch & putt, par-3 and 
popular disc golf.   

Tour North America’s last Bastion 
The Bastion, an octagonal-shaped Hudson’s Bay Company 
(HBC) fort, has stood guard over Nanaimo harbour since 1853. 
Nanaimo’s oldest building is the only HBC bastion still remaining 
in North America. Visitors can tour three floors of the historic 
fort and watch the ceremonial firing of its cannons each day at 
noon in the summer. 

The Nanaimo Museum − a cornerstone of the Port of Nanaimo 
Centre − reveals much about Nanaimo’s early days. Tour the 
Snuneymuwx First Nations Gallery and Sports Hall of Fame 
while learning more about Nanaimo’s former coal mines, 
Chinatown, cruise ships and dance halls. 

Guided tours and self-guided heritage walks wind through 
downtown, where markers provide directions and descriptions 
of the historic stops along the route. 

Shop big or boutique small  
 Many major brand name retailers are located in North Nanaimo 
at the city’s indoor malls including Country Club Centre, 
Nanaimo North Town Centre and Woodgrove Centre, the largest 
shopping centre on Vancouver Island. 

There are three distinct shopping districts in downtown 
Nanaimo, all within walking distance. Look for First Nations 
art, marine souvenirs, book stores, cafes and funky home and 
garden shops in the Waterfront and Arts districts. In the Old 
City Quarter’s heritage buildings, you’ll find stylish clothing 
boutiques, hair salons and rejuvenating day spas. 



ARTS AND CULTURE
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Top-notch facilities and festivals 
Nanaimo’s largest arts venue, the 800-seat Port Theatre holds 
more than 250 performances a year in the downtown Arts 
District. Each year, the Port’s entertaining roster attracts more 
than 100,000 fans of theatre, comedy, dance and music. Top-
name concerts feature headliners in the worlds of rock, blues, 
country and classical.

Nanaimo is renowned for turning out successful musicians who 
are products of the local jazz programs and the Vancouver Island 
University (VIU) music program. Many talented VIU protégés 
perform blues, rock and jazz in the local restaurants, pubs and 
clubs.  International jazz greats Diana Krall and Ingrid Jensen 
are both former Nanaimo music students. Catch live music 
downtown at the Diana Krall Plaza during the Summertime 
Blues! Festival. In Maffeo Sutton Park, enjoy the popular summer 
Sunday outdoor concert series. 

The soaring Vancouver Island Symphony
The Vancouver Island Symphony, one of Canada’s youngest 
professional symphony orchestras, will sweep you to your feet 
with its performances of classic masterworks and melodies. In 
August, bring a blanket and a picnic to Maffeo Sutton Park for 
the annual Symphony in the Harbour. 

A lively local theatre scene
Nanaimo’s professional theatre company, Theatre One, has 
been bringing top-notch mainstage productions to the region 
for 25 years. Along with its popular children’s entertainment 
series “Just Kidding,” Theatre One also presents “Fringe 
Flicks,” Sunday and Monday night screenings of independent 
films chosen from the Cannes, Berlin, Los Angeles and Toronto 
film festivals.  

The award-winning community-based Nanaimo Theatre 
Group has been around even longer, entertaining Island 
audiences for more than 40 years. Enjoy first-class 
productions from around the world presented in the 
comfortable setting of the Nanaimo Theatre Group’s own 
theatre, the 172-seat Bailey Studio. 

A prime place for artists to create  
There are six art galleries in Nanaimo’s downtown Arts 
District, including a renovated heritage building that provides 
an inspirational 10,000 square feet of space to display the 
paintings, pottery, glass sculptures and other extraordinary 
works of many Canadian artists. You’ll also find one of the 
largest collections on the continent of Northwest Coast First 
Nations artwork in a downtown gallery well-stocked with 
authentic Cowichan sweaters, Inuit sculptures, carved masks 
and ornate native jewellery.  

The Port of Nanaimo Centre is the new showcase for a 
historic mural painted by Canadian artist E.J. Hughes and two 
associates in 1938 for Nanaimo’s former Malaspina Hotel. The 
painstakingly recovered and restored mural, entitled “Captain 
Malaspina Sketching the Gabriola Galleries” is now valued at 
more than $3-million and on display in the Piper’s Lagoon Lobby.   

Just 15 minutes from downtown, explore the whimsical artistic 
visions and magnificent West Coast gardens at a country art 
gallery, just one of many enjoyable stops on the Yellow Point 
artisans’ tour.  

The performing arts are alive, well and thriving in Nanaimo, proudly named a 

Cultural Capital of Canada in 2008 for several good reasons:

• Excellent acoustics and affordable prices at the Port Theatre

• The extraordinary Vancouver Island Symphony

• Award-winning community theatre

• A major collection of Northwest Coast First Nations art

• A series of summer harbourside festivals

• The artisan’s tour in the Yellow Point countryside

A city in the spotlight

Image courtesy of Nanaimo Community Archives



By air – a scenic attraction in itself 
In a 14-passenger single otter seaplane, you’ll be whisked the 
56 kilometres from Vancouver’s harbour to Nanaimo Harbour, 
enjoying the perfect mix of convenience and breathtaking West 
Coast ocean views. Just a 20 minute flight from Vancouver and 
you’re already worlds away.  

Nanaimo is serviced by three well-established floatplane  
operators, including Harbour Air, which operates the world’s largest 
all-seaplane fleet. Along with daily downtown-to-downtown 
floatplane service between the Nanaimo and Vancouver harbour; 
20-minute daily flights also conveniently link Nanaimo to 
Vancouver International Airport (YVR). In the summer months, 
there’s convenient daily floatplane service between Seattle  
and Nanaimo. 

For quick and easy international connections to and from flights 
anywhere in the world, Nanaimo Airport (YCD) is located close by 
in Cassidy, just 18 kilometres south of downtown Nanaimo. Airport 
shuttles and taxis connect Nanaimo with the airport and a number 
of rental car kiosks are conveniently located at YCD.  

By sea – plan ahead for smooth sailing
The modern, comfortable and well-equipped BC Ferry Service 
plying the waters between the mainland of British Columbia and 
Vancouver Island is the largest ferry service in North America and 
the second largest in the world. 

Two handy routes serve Nanaimo:

Horseshoe Bay to Departure Bay, (one hour and 35 minutes)  
Tsawwassen to Duke Point (two hours) 

To ensure smooth sailing in the summer high season and on 
holiday weekends, ferry reservations are recommended. 

By car – Island highways make driving  
a breeze
Driving on Vancouver Island is easy and relatively congestion-
free with two-lane highways connecting the majority of popular 
destinations. Even international hot spots like Tofino are just a day 
trip away, and the scenery along the drive is spectacular. 

By train or motorcoach – let the sights 
whistle by  
VIA Rail Canada runs its popular dayliner, the Malahat, on the E&N 
rail line from Victoria to Courtenay with one roundtrip per day. As 
well, a number of coach operators provide convenient bus service 
to and from Nanaimo with connections to many major Vancouver 
Island destinations.

Enjoy the journey and the destination 

GETTING HERE
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Half the fun of a trip to Nanaimo is getting here. Whether you get to 

Vancouver Island by ferry, floatplane or along the Island HIghway, expect 

spectacular West Coast ocean, forest and Gulf Island views.

• Catch a floatplane to paradise

• Spot marine life on a BC Ferry cruise

• Take a scenic Island drive

• Let the sights roll by on a train or motorcoach

Driving Time and Distances  
from Nanaimo

 Destination Time KM Miles

Bamfield 2 hrs 45 min 179 111

Campbell River 2 hrs 150 90

Chemainus 35 min 37 23

Courtney / Comox 1 hr 105 63

Coombs / Errington 35 min 42 25

Duncan 45 min 51 31

Ladysmith 25 min 23 14

Parksville 30 min 36 22

Port Alberni 1 hr 15 min 84 50

Port Hardy 4 hrs 30 min 391 235

Port McNeill 4 hrs 352 211

Qualicum Beach 35 min 47 28

Tofino 3 hrs 223 134

Ucluelet 2 hrs 197 118

Victoria 1 hr 30 min 114 68
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Call 1-888-368-7368

Island Hop with SailPass

Queen of CapilanoSalt Spring Market Qualicum Beach Memorial Golf CourseVictoria Legislative Building Sunshine Coast Stillwater Bluffs

The more you travel, the more you save.
SailPass puts 20 stunning West Coast destinations at your beck and call in a 4 or 7 day package. Play one of 
Victoria’s spectacular golf courses, shop for bargains at Salt Spring Island’s eclectic market, take in Chemainus’s 
famed murals or hike a peak on Gabriola Island. The list is endless. And the choice is yours with SailPass.

>	 Go to bcferries.com or call 1-888 BC FERRY (1-888-223-3779)  
toll free today.

* Price subject to change. Price shown includes 4-day travel for 1 private underheight vehicle and 2 adults. Visit www.bcferries.com for complete terms and conditions.

*
PACKAGES START FROM

$                     I89
Price based on two adults  

and vehicle

4  day or 7  day PackageS

Courtesy of Oceanside Tourism
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Hotels & Motels
1. Best Western Dorchester Hotel

2. Best Western Northgate Inn

3. The Bluebird Motel

4. Buccaneer Inn

5. Coast Bastion Inn

6. Days Inn Nanaimo Harbourview

7. Departure Bay Motel

8. The Grand Hotel Nanaimo

9. Howard Johnson Harbourside 
Hotel Nanaimo

10. Painted Turtle Guesthouse

11. Ramada Inn Nanaimo

12. The Inn on Long Lake

13. Travelodge Nanaimo

Campgrounds & RV
14. Jinglepot RV Park & Campground

15. Living Forest Oceanside RV &
Campground

Bed & Breakfast
16. Beach Estate Guesthouse

17. Beck Lake Luxury Guest House and B&B

18. Copper Kettle B&B

19. Ferryside B&B

20. Fiddicks Farm B&B

21. Golden Divot Bed & Breakfast

22. Graycliff Cottage Oceanfront Bed & Breakfast

23. Hammond Bay Oceanside Bed & Breakfast

24. Island View B&B

25. Kennedy House B&B

26. Kiwi Cove Lodge

27. Maple View B&B

28. Millstone Manor Bed & Breakfast

29. Pacific Terrace B&B 

30. Pepper Muffin Country Inn

31. Southwind Retreat and Spa

32. The Whitehouse On Long Lake

Refer to Accommodation (page 22 - 32) 
for detailed information.



ACCOMMODATION

11 Bastion Street, Nanaimo
Reservations: 250-753-6601

Toll Free: 1-800-663-1144
coastbastion@coasthotels.com

www.coasthotels.com

179 Newly Renovated Rooms, Beautiful Views, Friendly Staff,  

Award Winning Dining and Nanaimo’s only 4 star hotel.

Located in the heart of Nanaimo’s Arts, Shopping &  

Harbour Front districts.

The Coast Bastion Inn guest rooms and junior suites unify  

both comfort and style and are uniquely stylish featuring  

a West Coast colour scheme & custom designed furnishings. 

Enjoy the convenience of staying downtown at one of Nanaimo’s 

best  hotels, and take in the breathtaking ocean views of the 

Nanaimo Harbour from each and every guest room.

Combined with our unique services and facilities,  

we guarantee that you will enjoy your stay in Nanaimo.

Island style relaxation and comfort
From elegant oceanfront bed & breakfasts to full-service downtown hotels to family friendly motels, 

campgrounds and hostels, Nanaimo offers accommodations ranging from luxury to budget, family 

friendly to pet friendly. 

Enjoy downtown convenience
Mix luxury and convenience with a stay at one of Nanaimo’s 
full-service downtown hotels offering across-the-street 
access to the scenic Harbourfront Walkway, the floatplane 
terminal and the Waterfront District’s cafes, shops and floating 
restaurants. Enjoy a day of downtown shopping, touring the 
art galleries and Nanaimo Museum, then come back to relax at 
an in-house spa, lounge or restaurant at your downtown hotel 
with King beds and room service. 

Downtown also offers several stylish budget options from the 
youth hostel, ideal for backpackers, to the award-winning 
European- style boutique guesthouse in the centre of the 
Arts District. 

Diverse range of city-wide options
For those wanting easy access to the highway for Vancouver 
Island day trips and attractions, many of the local budget-
wise and family friendly motels are located along the stretch 
of Island Highway between the city’s north and south ends. 
Nanaimo also offers a wide range of welcoming bed and 
breakfasts in all parts of the city. 

Many of the finest B & Bs offer chances to stay in some of 
the most spectacular homes in the area, whether on the 
ocean, in the rural countryside or overlooking local rivers  
and lakes. 

Camping is a popular Island pastime
You can experience the great outdoors – along with the 
convenience of shower facilities – at Nanaimo’s many well-
equipped and scenic campgrounds and RV parks. A 53-acre 
oceanside campground in south Nanaimo offers chances 
to kayak, canoe, cycle and bird-watch, while enjoying all the 
comforts of home, from a big-screen TV to laundry facilities. 
Newcastle Island Marine Provincial Park, Westwood 
Lake and Brannen Lake all offer other well-maintained 
campgrounds with excellent recreational boating,  
hiking and biking.

All are within a short drive of Nanaimo, the premier 
central gateway to all the attractions and adventure of 
incomparable, world famous Vancouver Island. 

HOTELS • MOTELS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 23

BED & BREAKFAST  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 28

CAMPGROUNDS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 30



All Lakefront Rooms on Beautiful Long Lake
Air Conditioned Rooms Overlooking Long Lake

from Private Balconies or Patios

�  Pet Friendly �  High Speed Internet � Whirlpool & Sauna �
�  In Season Pedal Boat and Canoe Rentals �

�  Fridge and Microwave �  Kitchenettes Available �
�  Continental Breakfast Included �  Long Term Winter Rates Available �

T: 250-758-1144 | Toll Free Reservation: 1-800-565-1144 | F: 250-758-5832
4700 N. Island Highway (19A), Nanaimo, BC V9T 1W6

www.innonlonglake.com www.innonlonglake.com www.innonlonglake.com www.innonlonglake.com 

The Grand Hotel Nanaimo

4898 Rutherford Road, Nanaimo
250-758-3000

Toll Free: 1-877-41-GRAND
info@thegrandhotelnanaimo.ca
www.thegrandhotelnanaimo.ca

Nestled in the heart of Nanaimo’s prestigious north end, The 
Grand Hotel offers discerning guests premier accommodation and 
amenities in a location like no other. Whether it’s for business or 
the world-famous Island attractions, when you stay at The Grand… 
you’re at the centre of it all.

The Grand Hotel Nanaimo offers 72 upmarket rooms and suites 
with full amenities for all travellers. From corporate executives who 
appreciate our timeless decor, to newlywed couples who fall in love 
with our serene setting, The Grand Hotel Nanaimo is quite simply 
the number one destination for business and pleasure travellers.

where the seawall begins... The Waterfront Suites and Marina
Undergoing extensive upgrades and renovations.

www.waterfrontnanaimo.com
250-753-7111

info@waterfrontnanaimo.com

Full Kitchenettes • Scuba Diving  • Fishing Charters
Kayaking • Site Seeing and many more…



Are you longing for an accommodation experience different 

from the norm? Where travel stories are made and shared. 

Where laughs with other guests are common. And, you get 

luxury beds with budget to spare to treat yourself 

to local seafood AND a coastal activity?

You’ve found it!

Your Hosts, Bruce & Ang

European-style Hotel • Urban Lodge

Travellers
Explore our online travel planning tools

www.paintedturtle.ca/travel

1-866-309-4432
121 Bastion Street, Downtown Nanaimo

Groups & Meetings
Unrivaled amenities for up to 50 guests

www.paintedturtle.ca/groups

Howard Johnson Harbourside Hotel Nanaimo - go happy. go hojo.

Howard Johnson Harbourside Hotel Nanaimo
#1 Terminal Ave, Nanaimo, BC V9R 5R4
T: 250-753-2241 | F: 250-753-6522 | TF: 1-800-663-7322
hojonanaimo@shaw.ca | www.hojonanaimo.com
www.IGOHOJO.ca | 1-800-I-GO-HOJO

The Howard Johnson Harbourside Hotel Features:

• Free high-speed internet

• Free parking

• Gym/Fitness Centre

• 100% Smoke-free facility

• Seasonal outdoor pool

• Centrally located in downtown Nanaimo

• Pet friendly

• All guest rooms equipped with hair dryer, clock radio, and in-room coffee

• Directly across from the Inner Harbour walkway

• Restaurant on site

• Airport-Ferry Shuttle Service available for a fee

• Excellent location, service and value in Nanaimo

70 Church Street, Nanaimo
T: 250-754-6835 | TF: 1-800-661-2449
info@dorchesternanaimo.com
www.dorchesternanaimo.com

Best Western Dorchester Hotel

Located in the inner harbour in downtown Nanaimo this 

historic boutique hotel provides all the conveniences 

of today.  Wireless High Speed Internet, lounge and 

restaurant, new exercise room, spectacular views of 

the city and harbour, standard rooms, suites and pets 

welcome (some restrictions apply).

6450 Metral Dr, Nanaimo
T: 250-390-2222 | TF: 1-800-661-0061
info@bestwesternnorthgate.com
www.bestwesternnorthgate.com

Best Western Northgate Inn
The Best Western Northgate Inn offers guests incredible 

value, unbeatable amentities, and an ideal location to 

area sights and businesses. Guests staying at the newly 

renovated Best Western Northgate Inn will enjoy beautifully 

appointed guest rooms and the friendly helpful staff who 

are ready to ensure a comfortable and memorable stay.

995 N Terminal Ave., Nanaimo
T: 250-753-4151 | F: 250-753-4114
info@thebluebirdmotel.com
www.thebluebirdmotel.com

The Bluebird Motel
Centrally located on Hwy 19A, 2 km from downtown and ferry 

terminal. We offer spacious suites with your choice of kitchen 

units & family suites; rooms equipped with queen/king beds, 

complimentary coffee, cable & local calls. Limited smoking 

rooms, small dogs welcome; family oriented, children under 

12 free. Rates $55-120, no summer season or value season.

1577 Stewart Avenue, Nanaimo
T: 250-753-1246 | TF: 1-877-282-6337
sleepwell@buccaneerinn.com
www.buccaneerinn.com

Buccaneer Inn
Dave & Marlene welcome you to Nanaimo’s most popular hotel 

(tripadvisor.com). Closest accommodation to BC Ferries Departure 

Bay. Spotless oceanview suites & studios, cosy beachhouse theme 

with separate bedroom & comfy beds, kitchen, down duvets, 

wireless Internet. Responsible environmental practices. 100% 

smoke-free. Across from waterfront walkway, pubs & dining. 

Canada Select 3.5 Star, AAA 2 Diamond.

809 Island Hwy S., Nanaimo
T: 250-754-8171 | TF: 1-877-754-8171
info@nanaimohotel.com
www.nanaimohotel.com

Days Inn Nanaimo Harbourview
Come and experience warm hospitality at this full service 

100% non-smoking hotel (January 2010), complete with 

indoor swimming pool, hot tub, ABC Country Restaurant and 

meeting rooms with free wireless Internet access. Located 

just minutes from Downtown, BC Ferries and the Airport, 

The Days Inn Nanaimo Harbourview awaits your arrival.

2011 Estevan Road & Island Hwy N
T: 250-754-2161
depbaymo@shaw.ca
www.members.shaw.ca/depbaymo

Departure Bay Motel
Family operated; near ferry, hospital, beach, golf 

course and malls; 1 & 2 bedroom kitchenette units, 

combination baths, cable TV, complimentary coffee and 

ice, free wireless Internet; laundry facilities; adjacent to 

playground & restaurant; freezer space available; some 

smoking units; pets welcome for additional fee.

www.tourismnanaimo.com 27



800 Beach Drive, Nanaimo
T: 250-753-3597

Beach Estates Guesthouse
Near Departure Bay ferry terminal, this quiet  
B&B is beside a park and beach.  Full breakfast 
served in dining room.  Open Mar. through Nov.  
Adult oriented. Rates single $75 and double $100

2183 Caledonia Ave,  Nanaimo (5 min. South of Nanaimo)
T: 250-716-9993 | TF: 1-877-716-9993
gayleg@telus.net | www.becklakeluxuryguesthouse.com

Beck Lake Luxury Guest House and B&B

World class luxury, completely private guest house.  
Extraordinary savings of $109 per night.  Four and 
1/2 star rating from Tourism BC.  Full gourmet 
kitchen. Free long distance & wireless internet.

465 Stewart Ave, Nanaimo
T: 250-740-3977 | TF: 1-877-740-3977
info@copperkettlebc.com | www.copperkettlebc.com

Copper Kettle B&B
Character home, 5-min Departure Bay Ferry. 
15-min walk along seawall to downtown’s dining, 
boutiques, galleries, theatre and museum. Or  
relax in our English Garden. High speed wireless.

629 Beach Drive, Nanaimo
T: 250-754-6113 | TF: 1-877-662-8242
info@ferrysidebb.com | www.ferrysidebb.com

Ferryside B&B
Centrally located only one block from Departure 
Bay Ferry. Open year round with winter rates 
available. Three lovely rooms; queen and twin 
beds available. Children welcome.

1431 Ivor Road, Nanaimo
T: 250-722-2507
fiddick@island.net

Fiddicks Farm B&B
Cedar-by-the-Sea! Fabulous ocean views from 
queen/twin rooms (with ensuite bathrooms), 
sitting room with private entrance, indoor pool and 
hot tub. Flexible breakfast times/menu choices.

6404 Lasalle Rd, Nanaimo
T: 250-390-2181 | TF: 1-877-281-1393
goldendivot@shaw.ca | www.goldendivot.com

Golden Divot Bed & Breakfast
Modern air-conditioned residential home with 
panoramic ocean/mountain view. Close to shopping/
restaurants. Queen beds, full breakfast, private lounge, 
fireplace, kitchenette, wireless Internet. $70-$100/night

7550 Lantzville Rd, Lantzville
T: 250-390-3203 | TF: 1-888-801-1822
graycliff@shaw.ca | www.graycliffcottage.com

Graycliff Cottage Oceanfront 
Bed & Breakfast
Relax & enjoy Canada Select 4 Star amenities 
in a quiet oceanfront property.  Private suites, 
outdoor hot tub, nesting bald eagles, lots of 
hummingbirds, staircase to beach.

3804 Hammond Bay Road, Nanaimo
T: 250-751-1409
hammondbaybb@shaw.ca | www.hammondbaybb.com

Hammond Bay Oceanside B&B
Relax & experience our beachfront location. 
Oceanside rooms with fireplaces, TV/DVD, queen 
beds, internet, private entrances. Close to parks, 
amenities, ferry. Visa/MC $105 - $160

5391 Entwhistle Dr., Nanaimo
T: 250-758-5536 | TF: 1- 888-475-3399
islandviewbb@shaw.ca | www.bbcanada.com/1017.html

Island View B&B
Private one bedroom apartment, full kitchen, sleeps 
4, Guest Rooms, Twin Beds or King or Queen. Private 
bathrooms, ½ block from the ocean. ½ acre park-like 
garden & ocean view, 15-30 minutes to ferries.

305 Kennedy Street, Nanaimo
T: 250-754-3389 | TF: 1-877-750-3389
kennedyhouse@shaw.ca | www.bbcanada.com/kennedyhouse

Kennedy House B&B
Walk to waterfront marinas, restaurants, shops, 
art galleries, museum or lounges from a newly 
renovated 1913 heritage home. Enjoy the 
comforts of today with yesterday’s ambiance.

5130 Brenton Page Rd, Ladysmith
T: 250-245-8051 | TF: 1-866-303-5494
info@kiwicovelodge.com | www.kiwicovelodge.com

Kiwi Cove Lodge
12 spacious rooms overlooking a kiwi farm, stroll 
on 10 peaceful acres, relax in the hot tub, perfect 
for a romantic getaway, conveniently located. 

3049 Maple View Drive, Nanaimo
P: 250-751-8675 | TF: 1-888-751-8675
reservations@mapleviewbandb.com | www.mapleviewbandb.com

Maple View B&B
One of the finest B&Bs in Nanaimo, luxurious 
designer boutique style hotel, Canada Select 4.5 star. 
Stunning rural location, private entrance, incredible 
beds, superb breakfasts & impeccable service.

2642 Munroe Road, Nanaimo
T: 250-758-5868 | TF: 1-866-906-5868
info@millstonemanor.ca | www.millstonemanor.ca

Millstone Manor Bed & Breakfast
Nanaimo’s best kept B&B secret, we are nestled 
on 5 acres with our own picturesque pond to 
canoe and trails to walk, offering peace, quiet & 
luxury in a private cottage or suite.

3718 Jingle Pot Road, Nanaimo
T: 250-756-0473 | TF: 1- 866-956-0473
peppermuffin@shaw.ca | www.peppermuffin.com

Pepper Muffin Country Inn
Top rated B&B in Nanaimo by Trip Advisor; featured in 

Frommer’s. 6 acre estate property 1 km from city. Purpose 

built/exclusive wing/private entrance; 3 self-contained 

suites. Hot tub. Canada Select 4 Star, $89-$164

8150 Southwind Road, Nanaimo
T: 250-390-0185 | TF: 1-877-545-4433
southwindretreat@shaw.ca | www.southwindretreat.com

Southwind Retreat and Spa
Excellent location featuring two B&B rooms 
plus two bedroom suite. Enjoy the serene indoor 
pool. Relax the body and soul in the hottub while 
enjoying incredible views. On-site Spa.

231 Ferntree Place, Nanaimo
T: 250-756-1185 | TF: 1-877-956-1185
admin@nanaimobandb.com | www.nanaimobandb.com

The Whitehouse On Long Lake
Luxury waterfront accommodation. Elegant 
private suites with view. In-suite gourmet 
breakfast service. Dock/water activities/hot tub/ 
wireless internet. Mins. to ferries/amenities.

315 Rosehill Street, Nanaimo
T: 250-716-2009 | TF: 1-866-925-2009
nanaimoramada@shawcable.com
www.ramada.ca

Ramada Inn Nanaimo

Brand New Hotel in Nanaimo.

Free Breakfast with Stay.

Free Parking & High-Speed Internet.

96 Terminal Avenue North,  Nanaimo
T: 250-754-6355 | TF: 1-800-667-0598
reservations@travelodgenanaimo.com
www.travelodgenanaimo.com

Travelodge Nanaimo
Nanaimo’s best accommodation value! Friendly helpful 

staff. Close to downtown, Harbourfront Walkway and 

Departure Bay Ferry. Free wireless internet in all rooms. 

Free continental breakfast, coffee, parking. Private 

balconies, pet friendly, sauna and guest laundry, two 

restaurants adjacent.

www.tourismnanaimo.com 29



Jinglepot RV Park
& Campgrounds
Enjoy spending serene & 
peaceful time amid rock 
gardens, fragrant blooms, 
sounds of fountains and birds’ 
songs. Full facilities with a 
central, convenient location that 
offers easy access to Nanaimo 
and the whole Island, including 
ferries. Open all year. 120 sites.

4012 Jinglepot Road, Nanaimo
P: 250-758-1614 | F: 250-758-7170

Prices subject to change 31www.tourismnanaimo.com

Campgrounds & RV
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Jinglepot RV Park & Campgrounds pg 30  RV: $30-34 120 • • • • • • •

4012 Jinglepot Rd, Nanaimo
T: 250-758-1614 | F: 250-758-7170

Dazzle your senses in this floral vista

Living Forest Oceanside RV & Campground pg 30 RV: $30-41 300 • • • • • • •

6 Maki Rd, Nanaimo
T: 250-755-1755 | www.livingforest.com The only thing we overlook is the ocean

Hotels & Motels
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Best Western Dorchester Hotel pg 27 $124.99-199.99 70 • •

70 Church St, Nanaimo
T: 250-754-6835 | TF: 1-800-661-2449 | info@dorchesternanaimo.com | www.dorchesternanaimo.com

Boutique hotel, overlooking the Inner Harbour

Best Western Northgate Inn pg 27 $89 - 189 72 • • • • • •

6450 Metral Dr, Nanaimo
T: 250-390-2222 | TF: 1-800-661-0061 | info@bestwesternnorthgate.com | www.bestwesternnorthgate.com

Newly renovated, warm and inviting rooms

The Bluebird Motel pg 27 $55 - 120 29 • • •

995 N Terminal Ave, Nanaimo
T: 250-753-4151 | F: 250-753-4114 | info@thebluebirdmotel.com | www.thebluebirdmotel.com

Close to downtown and ferry terminal

Buccaneer Inn pg 27 $59.95-199.95 13 • •

1577 Stewart Ave, Nanaimo
T: 250- 753-1246 | TF: 1-877-282-6337 | sleepwell@buccaneerinn.com | www.buccaneerinn.com

Oceanview kitchen suites near Departure Bay Ferry

Coast Bastion Inn pg 23 Call for rates 179 • • •

11 Bastion St, Nanaimo
T: 250-753-6601 | TF: 1-800-663-1144 | coastbastion@coasthotels.com | www.coasthotels.com

Nanaimo’s premier full-service hotel

Days Inn Nanaimo Harbourview pg 27 $90 - 160 79 • • • • • •

809 Island Hwy S., Nanaimo
T: 250-754-8171 | TF: 1-877-754-8171 | info@nanaimohotel.com | www.nanaimohotel.com

An award-winning property

Departure Bay Motel pg 27 $65 - 80 21 • • • •

2011 Estevan Rd & Island Hwy N
T: 250-754-2161 | depbaymo@shaw.ca | www.members.shaw.ca/depbaymo

Family operated, close to amenities

The Grand Hotel Nanaimo pg 25 $119 - 299 72 • • • • •

4898 Rutherford Road, Nanaimo
T: 250-758-3000 | TF: 1-877-41-GRAND | info@thegrandhotelnanaimo.ca |  www.thegrandhotelnanaimo.ca

Elegant accommodations in a serene setting

Howard Johnson Harbourside Hotel Nanaimo pg 26 $99 - 159 100 • • •

#1 Terminal Ave, Nanaimo
T: 250-753-2241 | TF: 1-800-663-7322 | hojonanaimo@shaw.ca | www.hojonanaimo.com

Excellent location - service and value in Nanaimo

Painted Turtle Guesthouse - Hostelling International pg 26 $55 - 100 20 • •

121 Bastion St, Downtown Nanaimo
T: 250-753-4432 | TF: 1-866-309-4432 | stay@paintedturtle.ca | www.paintedturtle.ca

European-style hotel • urban lodge

Ramada Inn Nanaimo pg 28 Call for rates 65 • • •
315 Rosehill St, Nanaimo
T: 250-716-2009 | TF: 1-866-925-2009 | nanaimoramada@shawcable.com | www.ramada.ca

Brand New Hotel – Ramada Inn Nanaimo

The Inn on Long Lake pg 24 $99 - 299 62 • • • • • • •

4700 N.Island Highway, Nanaimo
T: 250-758-1144 | TF: 1-800-565-1144 | reservations@innonlonglake.com | www.innonlonglake.com

Lakefront rooms on beautiful Long Lake

Travelodge Nanaimo pg 28 $118 - 131 76 • • • • •

96 Terminal Ave North,  Nanaimo
T: 250-754-6355 | TF: 1-800-667-0598 | reservations@travelodgenanaimo.com | www.travelodgenanaimo.com

24hr Service, Free Deluxe Continental Breakfast

G LO D

Living Forest 
Oceanside Campground & RV Park

Imagine your campsite overlooking the ocean or tranquil river, surrounded by tall trees; a place where eagles, salmon, otters, 
and swans call home.  Enjoy walking trails by the river or through the forest, explore the coastline by kayak or canoe, cycle on 
paved park roads, birdwatch at the adjoining wetlands, or just relax by a campfire—these are some of your choices at the 
Living Forest.  53 incredible acres, with 300 spacious sites, has made this park special for readers of RV West magazine, 
who have given it their gold medal award two years in a row for favourite BC privately owned park.  Whether you're bicycle 
touring with a small tent, or a movie star in a million dollar big rig, we have a roomy and well maintained site for you.

Although we've tried to keep this amazing property in a very natural state, we certainly haven't skimped on first class amenities:  
tiled and heated shower buildings, wi-fi through most of the park, all flush toilets, games room with big screen TV, 
well appointed laundry facilities– even an ocean view café and patio for a morning espresso or afternoon ice cream!

Need supplies?  Half a kilometer away, all the conveniences await at Southgate Plaza, and Nanaimo's incredible downtown 
shopping, dining and waterfront park and walkway are only a five minute drive or bus ride.  No matter what Vancouver Island 
adventures you've got planned, our dedicated staff has probably been there, done that, and can help you on your way– 
but don't be surprised if you just want to stay and play on site!  Open year round.

Gold Medal Camping
Naturally

6 Maki Road, Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 6N7
250-755-1755

www.livingforest.com 

 Tent: $20-24

 Tent: $26-30

Map Listing on page 20 - 21

Map Listing on page 20 - 21



Prices subject to change

Bed & Breakfast
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Beach Estates Guesthouse pg 28 $75-100 2 • • •

800 Beach Dr, Nanaimo
T: 250-753-3597 On an ocean front nature park

Beck Lake Luxury Guest House and B&B pg 28 $89-139 2 • • • • • • •
2183 Caledonia Ave, Nanaimo (5 min. South of Nanaimo)
T: 250-716-9993 | TF: 1-877-716-9993 | gayleg@telus.net | www.becklakeluxuryguesthouse.com

Luxury guest house with a million dollar view

Copper Kettle B&B pg 28 $105-115 2 •

465 Stewart Ave, Nanaimo
T: 250-740-3977 | TF: 1-877-740-3977 | info@copperkettlebc.com | www.copperkettlebc.com Downtown, minutes from sea, near ferry

Ferryside B&B pg 28 $60-85 2 • • • •

629 Beach Dr, Nanaimo
T: 250-754-6113 | TF: 1-877-662-8242 | info@ferrysidebb.com | www.ferrysidebb.com Clean, comfy, charming, delicious, and relaxing B&B

Fiddicks Farm B&B pg 28 $ 90-110 2 • • • • • • •

1431 Ivor Rd, Nanaimo
T: 250-722-2507 | fiddick@island.net

Queen/twin rooms, private entrance, indoor pool/hot tub

Golden Divot Bed & Breakfast pg 28 $70-100 2 • • • •

6404 Lasalle Rd, Nanaimo
T: 250-390-2181 | TF: 1-877-281-1393 | goldendivot@shaw.ca | www.goldendivot.com Ocean view home, quiet, private close to amenities

Graycliff Cottage Oceanfront Bed & Breakfast pg 28 $108 - 130 3 • • • • •

7550 Lantzville Rd, Lantzville
T: 250-390-3203 | TF: 1-888-801-1822 | graycliff@shaw.ca | www.graycliffcottage.com Private, quiet, central location, wonderful wildlife

Hammond Bay Oceanside Bed & Breakfast pg 28 $105 - 160 2 • • • •

3804 Hammond Bay Rd, Nanaimo
T: 250-751-1409 | hammondbaybb@shaw.ca | www.hammondbaybb.com Oceanfront, queen, kitchenette

Island View B&B pg 29 $55 - 100 3 • • • •

5391 Entwhistle Dr, Nanaimo
T: 250-758-5536 | TF: 1-888-475-3399 | islandviewbb@shaw.ca | www.bbcanada.com/1017.html 1/2 block from ocean, parklike garden

Kennedy House B&B pg 29 $95-105 2 • • • • •

305 Kennedy St, Nanaimo
T: 250-754-3389 | TF: 1-877-750-3389 | kennedyhouse@shaw.ca | www.bbcanada.com/kennedyhouse Stay downtown in a luxurious heritage home

Kiwi Cove Lodge pg 29 $90-180 12 • • • • • • •

5130 Brenton Page Rd, Ladysmith
T: 250-245-8051 | TF: 1-866-303-5494 | info@kiwicovelodge.com | www.kiwicovelodge.com Peaceful accommodation just south of Nanaimo

Maple View B&B pg 29 $115 - 159 2 • • • • • •

3049 Maple View Dr, Nanaimo
T: 250-751-8675 | TF: 1-888-751-8675 | reservations@mapleviewbandb.com | www.mapleviewbandb.com Check website for seasonal offers

Millstone Manor Bed & Breakfast pg 29 $99 - 149 2 • • •

2642 Munroe Rd, Nanaimo
T: 250-758-5868 | TF: 1-866-906-5868 | info@millstonemanor.ca | www.millstonemanor.ca Close to everything but far from ordinary

Pacific Terrace B & B $60 - 75 2 • • •

168 Pacific Terrace, Nanaimo
T: 250-751-2474 or 250-714-5390 | wjheine@nanaimo.ark.com | www.bbcanada.com/8472.html

Near ferry, ocean view, Kitchen/Laundry, German Spoken

Pepper Muffin Country Inn pg 29 $89 - 164 3 • • inquire • partial

3718 Jingle Pot Rd, Nanaimo
T: 250-756-0473 | TF: 1-866-956-0473 | peppermuffin@shaw.ca | www.peppermuffin.com Top rated for quality, service, location & setting.

Southwind Retreat and Spa pg 29 $99 - 150 3 • • • • •

8150 Southwind Rd, Nanaimo
T: 250-390-0185 | TF: 1-877-545-4433 | southwindretreat@shaw.ca | www.southwindretreat.com A true West Coast experience.

The Whitehouse On Long Lake pg 29 $89-159 3 • • • • • •

231 Ferntree Pl, Nanaimo
T: 250-756-1185 | TF: 1-877-956-1185 | admin@nanaimobandb.com | www.nanaimobandb.com Luxury waterfront, private suites, gourmet breakfast

NANAIMOM A P  A N D  AT TR AC TI O N S  G U I D E  2 0 1 0

I T ’ S  A M A Z I N G  W H A T  Y O U  C A N  D O  H E R E !

WWW.TOURISMNANAIMO.COM

ACTIVITIES AND ATTRACTIONSPARKS AND TRAILSSHOPPING
DINING  

DOWNTOWN NANAIMO GUIDECITY MAPS
FESTIVALS AND EVENTSACCOMMODATIONS

ADDITIONAL TOOLS TO PLAN YOUR TRIIP

To discover all there is to see and do in the popular seaside destination 

of Nanaimo, there are a number of resources available to help you in 

person and online. Nanaimo is also a central gateway to Vancouver 

Island’s many attractions heading north and south, allowing visitors  

to build any number of adventurous side-trips into their itineraries.  

Here’s where to look for valuable planning assistance:

Start exploring from the convenience of home
Tourism Nanaimo’s well-organized website is a source of convenient information and 
links to everything from top attractions and arts and culture to itinerary ideas and local 
places to dine and stay. To aid in your travel plans, you’ll find detailed city maps, distance 
charts and other handy planning tools. To learn more about the Harbour City, visit  
www.tourismnanaimo.com

Trying to find out what’s happening in Nanaimo at the time of your visit? Check the 
Tourism Nanaimo website as well for a complete calendar of year-round festivals  
and events.

Download guides jam-packed with juicy information 
You can also download a copy of this guide, the 2010 Travel Planner and Accommodations 
Guide, as well as its companion piece: Nanaimo Map and Attractions Guide 2010. The 
Map and Attractions guide provides maps of hiking trails, parks, beaches, lakes and 
campgrounds. It also offers accommodations listings and descriptions of local attractions. 

Call or visit Nanaimo’s helpful tourism staff 
The Nanaimo Visitor Centre is open-year round staffed with friendly volunteers ready 
to help you in person or take your call. It’s as simple as picking up the phone and dialing 
1-800-663-7337. Email queries are welcome too and can be sent to: 
info@tourismnanaimo .com.  

Once you’re in the city, be sure to stop in at the Nanaimo Visitor Centre, a restored log 
heritage home built in the 1930s by a local timber baron. The year-round Visitor Centre 
is located at 2290 Bowen Road in Beban Park. The volunteer staff members are fully 
knowledgeable about Nanaimo and Vancouver Island’s hot spots, attractions and 
entertainment. As a bonus, they may share a ghost story or two about the Centre’s 
rumoured haunted history.   

Along with providing helpful directions, city maps and brochures, the volunteers will 
also be happy to book a hotel room, make a restaurant reservation or arrange a tee 
time for you, if their time allows.

Access the handy new tourism kiosk downtown 
In 2008, Nanaimo proudly opened the doors on the new Vancouver Island 
Conference Centre and Nanaimo Museum, both part of the Port of Nanaimo 
Centre (PNC) located downtown. In the front entrance at the PNC, you’ll find 
another convenient Tourism Nanaimo kiosk operated by volunteers able to 
provide you with insider’s tips, maps and guides.

Map Listing on page 20 - 21



Location, Location, Inspiration.

VIP Treatment in Nanaimo 
Even before you arrive, every manager in the building knows your name. Our executive 

chef knows exactly how many gluten-free meals to prepare. An emergency VICC meeting 

kit awaits with an extra stapler and highlighters. Every possible snafu has been anticipated 

and smoothed. And we’re standing by in case you forgot your laptop or tie. 

Right this way to Canada’s newest full-service conference centre. 

> Ultra-smart technology 

> Adjacent 800-seat Port Theatre 

> Near downtown waterfront

BOOK YOUR SPACE TODAY!

866-430-6338  www.viconference.com

Nanaimo . British Columbia . Canada

Nanoose Bay, Vancouver Island
For more information, call 1.866.468.5957 or visit

www.fairwinds.ca

Stunning building lots 
and luxury patio  
homes available

Fairwinds is all about oceanside  
living. Golf, hike, fish, kayak,  

sail, or simply relax and savour  
the spectacular scenery.

NEW PHASE

COMING IN

2010




